February 2008 Climate Narrative
By Janis Laurens

February of 2008 will be most remembered for being the snowiest on record in portions of our area.
Temperatures through much of the month averaged below ndtreaipitation was observed on almost
every dg of the month.In fact there were onlyhreedry days inGrandRapids two in Lansing andive

in Muskegon.

Temperatures generally averaged arofivelto fifteen degrees above normaliring the firstninedays of
February.However through most of theest of the month temperatures generally averaged &lseud
fifteen degrees below normarhe only exceptions to this occurred on 1#& and 2%', when
temperatures averaged abtiué to tendegreesbove normal.

February of 2008vas he snowieseverrecorded inrGrandRapids and_ansing.The record breaking
snowfallof 41.6 inches iGrandRapids broke the previous record of 3kméhes set back iRebruary of
1900.The record breaking snowfall @7.6 inches in.ansing broke the previous recatli25.4 inches
also set back ifrebruary of 1900.

The total snowfall for the month Muskegon was 41.7 incheghichwas the second snowiest on record
in MuskegonThe snowiesEebruaryon record inMuskegon occurred in 198&%hen 45.8 inches was
recoded.At least an inch of snow cover (and often much more than that) was repokiedkegon

Grand Rapids and Lansitlgroughout the entire month BEbruary

February 2008 Temperature, Precipitation and Snowfall

Site Average Temperature Precipitation Snowfall
Grand Rapids 22.3 4.16 41.6
Normal 25.0 1.54 12.2
Departure -2.7 2.62 29.4
Lansing 21.5 2.67 27.6
Normal 24.0 1.45 10.6
Departure -25 1.22 17.0
Muskegon 22.3 4.64 41.7
Normal 25.4 1.58 18.3

Departure -31 3.06 23.4



February 2008 Temperature Plos For Grand Rapids, Lansing and Muskegon

KGRR Temps for 2/2008
Observed  MNormals
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Figure 1. Grand Rapids Daily Temperatures Februz098.

KLAM Temps for 2/2008
Observed Mormals
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Figure 2. Lansing Daily Temperatures February 2008.



KMKG Temps for 2/2008
Observed MNormals o
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Figure 3. Muskegon Daily Emperaturesebruary 2008.

Average Temperature in Deqrees F
Fabruary 1, 2003 to February 29, 2008
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Figure 4. AverageDaily Temperaturécourtesy Midwest Climate Center)



Average Temperature Departure from Mean in Degrees F
February 1, 2008 to February 29, 2008

lﬂdwﬂn’hrn Rogionnl 'Cllmlh C;nﬁr
Olincia State Water Huxvey
Chempaign, Nlinocle

Figure 5. Average Temperature Departure From Norfealrtesy Midwest Climate Center)

Figure 6. Total Precipitatior{courtesy Midwest Climate Cenjer



